
Fleet  Composite Squedron THIRTEEN (VC-13) has fo1.J oxc 9 the  evolution 
of naval a i r c r a f t  sioce the beginning of the  Naval A i r  Eizserc-e i n  1346. 
Tkxough m a n y  chmges i n  squadron designation, NAS M i r n m a r  based r e ~ e r v i s t s  
h8ve flown seven dif2erent types of n i r c r a f t ,  from tile o ld  F ~ F  " ~ e l l c n t "  
of World War I1 fame t o  the &4 IsSkyhawk", mainstay of Navy j e t s  fo r  over 
20 years. 

The or ig ina l  Reserve Fighter Squadron a t  New Orleans, VF-?5L, was 
comnissioned i n  1946 and was comprised largely of World War Ii vet.. -rms 
f!.ying the  F6F and the Grlmman !l!Bl?. I n  1950, the  sqmd-rox~ ui~derwent 
three changes: It became VF-82 ( l a t e r  ~ f - 8 8 2 ) ,  t ransi t ioned t o  the  
famous F ~ u  "Corsair" and was reca l led  t o  act ive duty i n  !:ore&. After 
returning t o  reserve s t a tu s  i n  1953, the  squadron operated n o m ~ l l y  
u n t i l  t rans i t ion ing  i n  1956 t o  another of the  Navy's i2y+s3.;i;$~m~1i.s and 
r e l i ab l e  a i r c r a f t ,  the  AD "Skyraider", af  fectionatelj j  known as  the 
  pad". From 1961 t o  1963, FJ " ~ u r i e s "  were the squaclron's a i r c r a f t  
complement, and i n  l ~ t e  1963, the A-4 "Skyhawk" came aboard. The 
squadron t rmsi t iooed  t o  the  F-8 "crusaders' i n  l a t e  1371 and then re- 
turned t o  the  A-4 "~kyhawk" i n  Vhy 1974. 

Fleet  Corngosite Squadron THIRTEEN was commissioned a t  NAS New 
Orleans on 1 September 1973 and comnded by CDR h.y E. CARTER, The 
squadron was formed u t i l i z ing  the  a s se t s  a.ad persmr-.sl of VSF-76 and 
VSF-86. Ti-.is change i n  designction resul ted i n  the reserve f igh te r  
mission, u t i l i z i n g  the  "~ rusnde r  " , being replaced by t h e  reserve f l e e t  
composite, o r  support d s s i o n ,  u t i l i z i n g  the A-4 "~~yhzwlr". Squadron 
personnel maintain a high s t a t e  of readiness based on an intensive 
t ra in ing  program t o  perform the mission of a i r c r a f t  famil iar izat ion 
and instrument t ra in ing ,  ship services,  close a i r  support, air t o  a i r  
refueling and f igh te r  intercept  and adversary t ra ining.  

CDR Patrick MCGITU.,, USllR-R assumed command of VC-13 a t  NAS New 
Orleans on 1 March 1975 and has l e d  the squadron throush i t ' s  per- 
n.anent move t o  NAS Mramar i n  February 1976. The sqficdronts com- 
plement of 3 of f i ce r s  and 42 en l i s t ed  TARS and 1 4  c z i c e r s  and 85 
en l i s ted  SARs provide services a t  NAS filiramar and delachments t o  
various bases f o r  both reserve and act ive duty units.  
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